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original signed by William E. Snyder on September 23, 2010

(Signed letter on file at CAL FIRE)
Subject:
Revised Archaeological Records Check Request Form

The California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE), working in partnership with the California Board of Forestry and Fire Protection (Board), the California State Office of Historic Preservation (OHP), and the California Historical Resource Information System (CHRIS) Information Centers (ICs), has recently revised the Archaeological Records Check Request Form which is used to initiate an archaeological records check for a proposed CAL FIRE project.  This letter provides information related to the use of this form and explains the purpose for some of the revisions.

Background: The State’s archaeological and historical records are maintained by the 11 CHRIS ICs.  These ICs operate under guidance provided by the California Historical Resources Commission and OHP implementing mandates found in State Law (Public Resources Code Section 5020 et. seq.).  The CHRIS IC Rules of Operation Manual addresses the State’s eligibility policy for access to confidential archaeological site location information.  The Manual (Section III D) also provides a means of access for agencies, tribes, and other organizations who otherwise would be ineligible, under certain conditions and restrictions, if such access is established through execution of a formal agreement document.  CAL FIRE, the Board, OHP, and the CHRIS Information Centers executed such an agreement on April 21, 2005.  This Agreement entitles Registered Professional Foresters (RPFs) and other persons involved in environmental review of CAL FIRE projects with direct full access to the confidential information provided that:
1. those persons have successfully completed a CAL FIRE Archaeological Training Course and maintained certification with refresher courses; and
2. that the project area being researched is a CAL FIRE Project which is defined in the Agreement (under the former name of CDF Project) as follows:

For the purpose of this MOU, a CDF Project means any project developed by CDF, administered by CDF, or any project permitted or enabled by CDF through its lead agency responsibility pursuant to CEQA or any of the various types of timber harvesting projects authorized by Forest Practice Regulations which are reviewed by CDF.

The critical element for all CAL FIRE projects is the involvement of a professional staff archaeologist during project review, and prior to project approval, to advise the Department concerning the adequacy of the methods, findings, and documentation produced during the cultural resource assessment, to ensure that professional standards have been met, and to concur (on behalf of the Director) with the investigation’s findings.

Recent Problem:
Some of the ICs have received completed CAL FIRE Request Forms from RPFs who were working on projects outside of the purview of CAL FIRE’s Forest Practice Program. In these instances the RPFs were working as consultants to a Fire Safe Council for a fuel reduction project where CAL FIRE was not the lead agency and were unaware of the potential repercussions associated with the absence of CAL FIRE oversight. As explained above, for projects where CAL FIRE does not fill the role of Lead Agency for CEQA compliance, CAL FIRE’s professional archaeologists are not involved in overseeing the archaeological survey and work products. In such instances, the use of the CAL FIRE Archaeological Records Check Request Form is not in compliance with the MOU and therefore not appropriate. The form’s structure and content were changed to help resolve this problem.  The revised form emphasizes that the above-referenced MOU and procedures allowing certified archaeological surveyors to conduct basic cultural resource research and impact assessment work, including direct access to restricted information, may only be used for CAL FIRE projects where the Department serves as Lead Agency for CEQA compliance. Among the other changes to the form, Requestors will now be required to provide the name of the CAL FIRE staff archaeologist that will be reviewing the cultural resource work associated with the harvesting document or other CAL FIRE project submission. 

Additional Changes to the Form: 
1. The form was modernized and developed into a locked, electronic form, with data fields and check boxes designed to facilitate easy completion by computer.
2. The Department’s new moniker (CAL FIRE instead of CDF) was inserted, as was our new logo. The CAL FIRE Archaeology Program Web Site URL was updated.
3. Additional space was inserted for email address and training course number.  The first item will help ICs that need to contact a Requestor.  The second item provides the mechanism to demonstrate that the required training has been completed.
4. The following sentence was deleted from the Confidentiality Statement:

Within 30 days of cancellation, the Requestor shall notify the IC if the project has been cancelled or indefinitely delayed so that an archaeological survey report will not be submitted to the IC.

To accomplish a similar purpose, the new form requires the Requestor to provide the IC with information related to an expected survey report.  The Requestor must indicate YES or NO if a survey report is to be completed and must provide an estimated date that such report would be submitted to CAL FIRE.  The new form also allows the Requestor to explain if a survey report is not forthcoming, which is not always limited to cancelation of a project. Research for a property wide management plan such as a Sustained Yield Plan (SYP) or Program Timberland Environmental Impact Report (PTEIR) for example, might not include a survey of the area being researched, as it is common for such survey work to be deferred until individual harvesting projects are proposed.  The new form enables the Requestor to communicate to the IC the circumstances that might result in no survey report.
Implementation Date:
The new Request Form (revised 09-08-10) may be used immediately.  The older version (revised 12-04-06) will continue to be accepted at the Information Centers from now until January 1, 2011.  After that date, requests submitted on the out-dated version of the form, will not be accepted.
Feel free to contact one of the Department’s staff archaeologists if additional information or assistance is needed.  The contact information for each of the Department’s six staff archaeologists is provided below.

On-Line Sources for Relevant Information:

Memorandum of Understanding

http://www.indiana.edu/~e472/cdf/forms/pdf/MOU.pdf
CHRIS Information Center Rules of Operation Manual

http://www.ohp.parks.ca.gov/pages/1068/files/ic%20operations%20manual%209-26-08%20amendment%203.pdf
List of CHRIS Information Centers

http://www.ohp.parks.ca.gov/pages/1068/files/ic%20roster.pdf


CAL FIRE’s Archaeological Records Check Request Form (Revised 09-08-10)

 http://www.indiana.edu/~e472/cdf/forms/word/reccheckreq_form.doc
 

 

List of CAL FIRE Staff Archaeologists

http://www.indiana.edu/~e472/cdf/contact.shtml
Certified Archaeological Surveyor Training Records (For Course Numbers and Dates of Completed Training)

http://www.indiana.edu/~e472/cdf/training/Training%20Course%20List%20through%202009%20classes.xls
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CONSERVATION IS WISE-KEEP CALIFORNIA GREEN AND GOLDEN

PLEASE REMEMBER TO CONSERVE ENERGY.  FOR TIPS AND INFORMATION, VISIT “FLEX YOUR POWER” AT WWW.CA.GOV.

