
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

“Wildfire Awareness Week” declared in California 
CAL FIRE stresses need for Californians to be ready for wildfire now 

 
Sacramento – After a destructive fire season in 2015, conditions in California are already drying out 
prompting Governor Edmund G. Brown, Jr. to declare May 1-7, 2016 as “Wildfire Awareness 
Week.” During Wildfire Awareness Week, CAL FIRE is stressing the critical role all Californians 
play in preparing for fire season now.  
 
Click to Tweet: “Wildfire Awareness Week” declared in California. @CAL_FIRE stresses 
preparedness. http://ctt.ec/C69Kd+ 
 
“The rain we received this winter and spring has been great, but with over 29 million dead trees due to 
the drought and bark beetle, our fire conditions still remain elevated,” said Chief Ken Pimlott, CAL 
FIRE director. “While our firefighters are preparing for what could be another busy fire season, this 
week is an important reminder that all Californians must do their part and be ready.” 
  
Despite the rain over the winter, CAL FIRE has already responded to nearly 700 wildfires since the 
beginning of the year. With wildfires on the rise, CAL FIRE is reminding all Californians during 
“Wildfire Awareness Week”, that when it comes to wildfires, remember “Ready, Set, Go!” 
Being Ready for a wildfire starts by maintaining 100 feet of Defensible Space and hardening homes 
with fire resistant building materials. During this drought CAL FIRE is highly recommending residents 
landscape their yards with drought tolerant and fire resistant plants. Being Set includes having an 
evacuation plan and an emergency supply kit. Lastly, when a wildfires strikes, residents are urged 
to Go! and evacuate early.  
 
CAL FIRE is also urging all Californians during Wildfire Awareness Week to learn the steps to 
prevent sparking a wildfire. Over 90 percent of the wildfires in California are sparked by the activity of 
people, so “One Less Spark, means One Less Wildfire.” It’s everyone’s responsibility to be fire safe 
outdoors and prevent sparking a wildfire. 
  
Residents looking for additional information on how to prepare themselves, their families and their 
homes for wildfire can visit www.ReadyForWildfire.org. The site offers tips for residents to make their 
homes more resistant to wildfires and to ensure that their families are ready to evacuate early and 
safely when a wildfire strikes.   
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Media Notes: 
Video interview on Wildfire Awareness Week 
 
Important Links: 
www.ReadyForWildfire.org  

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bx_D8oAj6JzmQk9KZG1WT0p6R0k/view?pref=2&pli=1
http://www.readyforwildfire.org/

