June 13, 2000

Red Flag Warning in Northern California

Hot Dry Windy Conditions Present Extreme Fire Threat

Sacramento –The California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CDF) has declared a Red Flag Warning for much of northern California, due to hot dry windy conditions that could result in extreme wildland fire behavior.  

The CDF makes a declaration of Red Flag Warning as a result of notification from the National Weather Service (NWS).  High temperatures, low humidity and gusty winds are expected today and continuing through Thursday.

A Red Flag Warning has been declared for the Sacramento Valley including Shasta, Tehama, Glenn and Butte counties and the surrounding foothills below 2,000 feet.  Also included are the San Francisco East Bay Hills and Lake, Napa and Sonoma counties except the coast and bays.  

 A Red Flag Warning notifies CDF unit chiefs of extraordinary potential for wildland fires.  The chief will then make several decisions that increase their own state of readiness.  They may cancel days off, increase dispatch levels, cancel burn permits, etc.  

Homeowners are advised to avoid using chain saws, mowers, and weed eaters around dry grass. Campers should check with the local jurisdictional agency for any burn restrictions that may be enforced.  Motorists are cautioned not to pull over into dry grass or throw any combustibles from their cars.    

This Red Flag Warning goes into effect immediately and will continue through late Thursday.  
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